POBJFKHS PTA MEETING DECMBER 13, 2011
Meeting called to order by Margo at 7:40pm. She passed around the attendance book & share folder. Minutes were approved. Thank you to Annmarie Genattasio for hospitality. 

President’s Report: PTA is selling first aid kits as a fundraiser tonight. We also have students from the freshman & sophomore classes selling car magnets & blankets outside the cafeteria. Yesterday there was a ribbon cutting ceremony for the redone 9/11 Memorial Garden. A parent who lost her husband on 9/11 raised the flag & a slide show was of students renovating the garden was presented. The search for a new district superintendent is ongoing. Please participate in the district’s survey by 12/16.
Principal’s Report: The last Board of Education meeting was a workshop on school climate. The High School reported on three topics: 9/11 Memorial Garden (a student who participated in the renovation spoke, thanked PTA for their donation to the project); a STRIDES rep requested that the group be allowed to change its name so that it would be evident that it is a gay/straight alliance; and the Peer Mentorship program was discussed. The results of the school climate survey were discussed. This is “ribbon-cutting week” in the building. On Thursday at 2:30 the library will be opening its artifacts museum. This year’s theme is “Long Island Schools.” POBMS loaned an original school bell. Two very sad situations – Natalia Muiuo, a junior, has run away & is missing, and Arsenio Bermudez, a former student, was killed in Hempstead. The school is working with students to offer support. Getting ready to schedule for the next year. A proposed High School budget has been presented to the Board of Education. Today was “Grim Reaper Day.” SADD sponsors this event, which highlights drunk driving fatalities. The fire department places a wrecked car outside the school building & bells are tolled throughout the day to represent drunk driving fatalities.  Mid-terms are currently being scheduled. As soon as transportation details are finalized, the schedule will be made available. A question was raised about homework being assigned during vacations. Mr. Murray said that teachers will not be told not to give homework.
Guidance Report: 81% of seniors have notified the guidance department of their college applications. 2,455 applications have gone out & the office knows of 32 early decision acceptances & 181 other acceptances. The new guidance showcase in the lobby displays a list of the colleges that our seniors have been accepted to so far. The onsite programs have yielded the following results: St. John’s – 12 out of 14 students were accepted, all with scholarship offers: New York Tech – 8 out of 10 students were accepted, all with scholarship offers; C.W. Post – 12 out of 15 were accepted, all with scholarship offers. The kick-off for the “College 101” program was held the day before Thanksgiving. Alumni came into 12th grade health classes for Q & A sessions regarding college life. Also held a College Awareness Day, when teachers could pay $5 to wear a college t-shirt. This resulted in $185 being donated to the PTA Scholarship Fund.
PHYS ED RUBRIC REPORT: The proposed rubric was distributed. It is still in draft form. The original goal was to pilot the rubric during the second quarter, but that is not happening. No student will be forced to take kayaking. The floor was opened for discussion. Questions &/or concerns were raised as to the following: the safety of water polo as a unit; the entire “personal effort/challenge” section of the rubric (it’s very vague, hard to assess, would like to see this eliminated): could underclassmen be offered the same range of choices (ie:yoga) as upperclassmen; will children be assessed against themselves or others; need for more precision – perhaps students could be graded based on percentage of time skill levels are met or by using specifics as to preparedness & following instructions, rather than ability; have we looked into how other districts are assessing their students; why are we not offering water safety &/or lifeguard training instead of kayaking; why are we jumping from having the kids walk or jog in circles to grading them on various sports. Any other questions should be directed to Mr. Murray’s e-mail.
Treasurer’s Report: Our current balance is $13,594.05, which includes membership of $7,260 & college scholarship donations of $1,782.                               
Membership: We currently have 733 members.

College Awards: Chili cookoff  is now scheduled for February 12th. Need entrants. All student groups will be invited. The first campaign letter has gone out. $1742 raised from membership drive.

Committee Reports:

BAC: .No students were present. School spirit was discussed.
Curriculum: Linda Gould reported that a recommendation for a new Geometry plus Lab course, replacing the geometry course that is now split over two year was discussed. Teachers were not present. The reasoning is that this would give students an opportunity to learn more math for the SATs. Parents later met with teachers & were told that since Health is mandatory for 10th graders, the new course would cause scheduling issues. Teachers also felt that the SAT materials could be covered at the beginning of 11th grade. English & Social Studies chairs discussed the class that combines 10th grade Honors English & Global. The program seems to be going well & they would like to expand it to 11th grade.

                       Ron Labrocca spoke on the proposed math change. Because we have been splitting both algebra & geometry over two years some students have been graduating with no math beyond geometry, and are missing material needed to take the SATs. We

are trying an Algebra plus Lab class this year, and it is going well. Parents felt that it

would be better to have Algebra for all in 8th grade, followed by the Geometry  plus Lab in 9th, since that would be easier to schedule. Mr. Labrocca said that the problem with Algebra for all is the need for support classes. A question was asked as to the possibility of doing 10th grade health as an on-line course. This curriculum change has not yet been approved by the Board of Ed. Any further comments/questions should be directed to Mr. Labrocca. 
Health: Watched a video about kids soaking gummy bears in alcohol. Kids should be warned not to accept unwrapped gummy candies. There will be a Relay for Life fundraiser at Annie Sez 12/17 & 12/18 & the Relay Kickoff meeting will be 1/18.
Nutrition: Students can buy a second portion, but it must be at the time they purchase their entrée. Grab’n Go lunch is offered for students without a lunch period. Forms are on the district web site. The Coyote Grill is now open, featuring southwest cuisine. Can purchase these entrees with a lunch ticket. Next meeting will be January 12.
Site Based: Discussed what classes are doing– Freshman: sales of pads, magnets,& pizza, also food & coat drives; Sophomores: selling blankets, SING bake sale, Juniors: first jr. prom meeting; Seniors: Clothing sale, Plainview Idol. Students reported that teachers are not always available for 9th period remedial or ask students to tell them that they want to come. This is especially difficult for students who have a 9th period class every other day. (Mr. Murray commented that teachers must be available for 9th period 5 days out of the 6 day cycle, but that includes professional meetings. Please notify Mr. Murray if you are aware of any teachers who are often unavailable 9th period). Trying to make the food drive part of Battle of the Classes by awarding class points for food donated. Hoping this will generate more school spirit. Students expressed concerns as to the main boys’ bathroom being too small & the tv in the cafeteria not working (school needs upgraded cable & this is a Board of Ed issue). Requested a lounge area around the tv once it is working again. Students asked about the possibility of using the garden during class time. Mrs. Lasher said that hopefully this could happen in the future. Next meeting will be January 30.
Title IX: Next meeting will be January 18.

Transportation: Discussed trouble bus stops. Will have an unmarked police car at South Oyster Bay Road & Vernon to ticket cars passing the bus. Nadine Eiring reported that the problems with HS route 77 have been resolved. One parent stated that this was not so. 
Athletic Committee: Mouth guards are not mandatory. However, some coaches are prohibiting their use. Mr. McDermott said that he would speak to the coaches & instruct them to allow any player who wishes to do so to wear a mouthguard.
Reflections: Entries have been submitted & we are waiting to hear back from Nassau .
Procedures: Committee has met & divided up writing tasks. Will meet again in early January & present to the unit at our January meeting.
Bylaws: Will be presented at the January meeting.

College Fair: Gearing up for 4/17. Andrea Goldman requested that PTA support efforts to distribute tissues & hand sanitizers to the college reps. A motion was made to donate $300 from our budget to College Fair committee for this purpose. The motion was seconded & then passed. Andrea will also look into pricing for plastic bags for students attending the college fair.
POB: Harlem Wizards are coming January 12. This event will be open to the whole district. 

SEPTA: Next meeting will be January 4 at 7:30. Linda Kauffman will speak.
MAPOB: Josh Golbert spoke on what to expect at NYSSMA. Tri-M students are available to help for a small fee.
DASA; Met yesterday. Still need a rep from every building to act as point person. Waiting for the state to come up with new regulations in February before going forward with written policy. Cheryl attended a PFLAG presentation. They would like to know if Plainview is interested in forming a chapter.

Next meeting will be January 19.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:30.

Minutes submitted by Eileen Dershowitz
