POBJFKHS PTA MEETING OCTOBER 12, 2011
Meeting called to order by Margo at 7:40pm. She welcomed new parents, as well as Mr. Murray, Mr. Dallara, Mr. Donorumo, Ms. Lasher, Ms. Lynn & our PCT rep, Mr. Jacobson. Attendance book & share folder were passed around. Minutes were approved. Thank you to Annmarie Genattasio for hospitality, Marie & Donna for their presence at nighttime events on behalf of membership, Amy Pierno & Jane Pace for their help with membership on Back-to-School Night & Joanne for the web-site & e-mails.

President’s Report: Student groups have been invited to bring fundraising & charitable activities to our meetings. Tonight we have students selling t-shirts & entertainment books. One group has notified us that they are collecting Barron’s Review books. Please bring those to next month’s meeting. Committee reports should cover main issues/highlights only. Full reports will be available in the minutes. Guidance is now providing presentation sheets with room for notes at the grade nights. The Superintendent of School is retiring at the end of this year. The District has begun the process of looking for a replacement.

Principal’s Report: The School Climate Survey results are in. Since the survey was taken the week before Regents last spring students were unable to take the survey during class, but were encouraged to participate at home. We had participation rates of 11.5% by students, 12.5% by parents & 96% by faculty. There were no red flags, but there is always room for improvement. The biggest are of concern was social/emotional security. 36% of participants did not feel safe from verbal harassment, teasing & social exclusion. Mr. Murray will be meeting with a rep from the survey company to go over it in more detail, and will report back to us. The Gradebook function of Parent Portal was shut down fro the High School during preparation of Progress Reports for a longer period of time than for the Middle Schools. This was due to different instruction coming from central administration to the staff. In the future, we should expect shutdowns for 5 school days. Mr. Murray wants to hear all parental concerns, and can be contacted either by phone or e-mail. The Physical Education staff announced an incorrect change to the attendance policy. Students are still allowed 3 absences per quarter. A message confirming this will be sent out over Infinite Campus. The Scavenger Hunt is still planned for this fall, and is believed to be occurring soon. Mr. Murray has a previous list, if anyone is interested. The opening of school went very smoothly. However, there is definitely an alcohol problem. Underclassmen have been hosting parties to which upperclassmen are bringing alcohol. There has also been drinking in the building. School store sales of the dark-glass, screw-top Arizona Ice Tea bottles will be halted once the current supply has been sold. Additional security has been brought in on a temporary basis & Mr. Murray & Mr. Donnorumo will be speaking with Mr. Dempsey about making it permanent. Windows will be placed in the dugouts on the softball field to deter inappropriate behaviors there. Looking into bringing in speakers on changing behavior. Please bring any suggestions to Mr. Murray.
Guidance Report: It’s the “busy season” for college applications. Today was the Early Decision/Early Action deadline. Saw 60 students today, in addition to 30 students who had previously sought Early Decision or Early Action. All applications are now being processed electronically & this is going very well. 42 teachers are now submitting recommendations electronically. Three on-site admissions programs are planned for next month: St. John’s on 11/17, NYIT on 11/21 & CW Post on 11/22. Approximately 30 -40 students participated in on-site admission programs last year. Two weeks ago over 325 students took the first SATs of the year. Over 500 students are registered for the PSAT on Oct. 15th. Freshman Parent Night was very well attended. New this year, parents are invited to join their children for individual 9th grade conferences. Have had a lot of positive feedback about this. Upcoming events include 9th/10th Grade Financial Aid Night on October 19th, which will feature a presentation by Mr. Isola from POBMS, & 10th Grade Night, focusing on Naviance & Family Connections, on November 2nd.

Treasurer’s Report: Our current balance is $16,061.93, which includes membership of $5,590 & college scholarship donations of $1,471. The Camp Expo will not be occurring, due to circumstances beyond our control. Additionally, Scholarship is no longer planning on running the Emergency Kit sale. A motion was made to move the Emergency Kit Sale as a line item from Scholarship to General Operations to cover the moneys lost from Camp Expo. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Membership: We currently have 644 members.

College Awards: Already have $1546. First fundraising letters will go out in November. The Committee will have its first meeting October 25th at 7:30.Instead of selling Emergency Kits, will have a chili cookoff on March 2nd. There would be a $25 fee to enter a chili, plus admissions fees. Looking ahead to Fall of 2012 for a Dollars for Scholars 5K run. Anyone who has connections to a possible sponsor should contact Susan or Cheryl.
Committee Reports:

BAC: Discussed gym locker situation. Parents at the meeting brought up the issue of how heavy student’s backpacks are. This will be brought back to the Health Committee.

Curriculum: Next meeting 10/17.

Health: Mr. Dempsey spoke to the group about coming up with activities that are wellness-based, rather than focused on food restrictions. Kevin McDermott spoke about the “Impact” Concussion Management program. All high school athletes would have to have a baseline cognitive test. Any student suffering a concussion would have to be retested and pass before being cleared to play again. Program has not been fully approved yet. The Pride Survey will be administered to students in 6th, 8th, 10th & 12th graders this year. Last year’s Relay for Life raised $65,000.

Nutrition: First meeting is tomorrow. 

Site Based: Discussed the Wellness Policy. There are about 5 pages about it on the District website. Student morale is generally not good, but it is too early in the year to really tell. Battle of the Sexes is coming up. Hopefully it will go well. Also discussed Parent Portal issues regarding preparation of Progress Reports. Teachers are still learning about some recent changes to system. Parents should contact teachers first if they have any questions. Next meeting is November7th.

Title IX: First meeting is October 19th.

Transportation: First meeting is October 17th.

Athletic Committee: Kevin McDermott clarified that there have been no changes to HS PE grading policy. Children who are in middle school need to attend team “interest meetings” prior to the season. These meetings are used to determine coaching needs. Sports handbooks are now available on the website.

Founder’s Day: Scheduled for March 14th. Our recipients will be selected prior to our PTA meeting on November 9th. Applications were distributed at the meeting, & applications & flyers will be made available via our website & e-mail shortly.

Reflections: Theme is “Diversity.” Packets will go out within the next few days.

Mattlin: Opening of School & Back-to-School Nights went well.

POB: Back-to-School Nights went well. Held first pep rally in September. October is Anti-Bullying Month & this will be incorporated into MAP. Islanders Night with Mattlin is November 5th. Harlem Wizards are coming in January. This event will be open to the whole district. 

SEPTA: Next meeting will be October 17th at 9:30. It will be a roundtable discussion. SEPTA Night Out has been moved to November 21st at Milleridge Cottage. It will have a Baseball theme with tie-ins to Cooperstown & will hone Sandy Steinberg with a “SEPTY” Award. Children are welcome. $50 per person. Membership drive is still underway.

MAPOB: Gave out $1650 in scholarships last year. Currently have 135 members, including 6 faculty. Future meetings are 11/29: NYSSMA prep, 1/25: Preparing to study music in college, 3/28: Musical Petting Zoo for elementary students and 5/9:Planning.
Booster Club: Meeting October 20th. Expect to have a new trailer by October 22nd.

New Business: Senior Picture deadline has been extended until October 22nd.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15.

Minutes submitted by Eileen Dershowitz
