                              POBJFKHS  PTA  MEETING  NOVEMBER 9, 2011

Meeting called to order by Margo at 7:45PM. New parents welcomed. Introduction of administration: Mr. Murray and Ms. Lasher. Attendance book and share folder were passed around. Minutes were approved. Thank you to Annmarie Gennattasio 
for hospitality.

Student Announcement from Chelsea Silberglide of the Robotics Club: December 11, 2011 is a shopping day at Annie Sez; 15% of your purchases goes to the Robotics Club. Please take a flyer, they are on the tables. Thank you.

President’s Report: The PTA is currently selling First Aid Kits for $10. They are great  gifts for the holiday, new drivers, and even new pets. Please support the PTA so that we can support our students. 
Just a reminder; when reporting to please condense your reports and highlight the areas that require further discussion. 
When doing web site announcements, five is too many. Please check out our web-site, there are a lot of links to events and important upcoming information. Joanne Craddock is our Web Master and our e-mail person. If you have not renewed your membership you will lose your e-mail notification.
Home Coming: Home Coming is a wonderful experience for those of you who have never gone to this event, it was great to see so many clubs and students come together. There was real spirit and a lot of hard work and organization. This helps give us great pride and see what our children can do. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the PTA parents who judged the banners for Home Coming. Due to the inclement weather we were unfortunately inside. It was a great day!
The Guidance department is asking us to partner with them for an Alumni Question and Answer Day. The agenda would include the Alumni going into the health classes and the students can ask them questions about their college experience. The PTA would be responsible for supplying breakfast for the alumni. Cost; $80. Margo asked for a motion, motion accepted. We would like to thank the Administration for the new Visitor Parking, it does make a big difference. This year council is forgiving each school their yearly dues of $200.00, they have extra monies .
Snow Day; BOE moved April 16th to May 24th.

Principal’s Report: The core Curriculum was discussed and the plan is to incorporate literacy into each subject. This was done on Superintendents Conference Day. The Physical Education Rubric is being reviewed and will be presented on November 21, 2011. Substance abuse is present in the building, 9th and 10th graders are filling their water bottles with a variety of liquids and drinking in the building. BAC and Site Base confirm that the above is true. The BOE is in support of added Security. Stairwell 7, an infrequently used stairwell has become the new hang out place for inappropriate activity amongst the students. Security cameras will be placed in this area. The faculty is aware of the drinking issues amongst the 9th graders: a student was caught with whiskey in their water bottle by a teacher. The Sophmore Parent Meeting was scheduled on the same night as the Talent Show dress rehearsel, there was a packed house in rooms 192 A and B. We encourage the parents to share information with their students prior to the meeting. We are in the process of working on the school year 2012-2013; the budget is due by next week to Ms. Lasher. Our Men’s Volleyball Team won. As you can see our cafeteria is under renovations to help us accommodate more tables. There has been some discussion about changing the football field to Astroturf. 

Guidance Report: Ms. Lasher gave the report in Laurie Lynn’s absence; we have received 213 College Applications at present. November 15th is the deadline, 40% are early action and early decision. There are three on-sight admissions programs planned for this month: St. John’s 11/17, NYIT 11/21, and CW Post 11/22. The application fee is waived and the student receives an answer on the spot. Financial Aid Meeting for 9th and 10th graders with Mr. Isola was very interesting. Thank you to Andrea Goldman for suggesting PTA e-mail to help spread the word. 

A parent suggested that the Junior Class should be made aware of the on-site admissions programs since these application fees are waived.

Treasure’s Report: Paula Barsky, we have $14,798.03.

Membership: Marie Giuletti, Donna Sansaricq; we have 722 members at present.

College Awards: Cheryl Dender, Susan Stewart; we have $1702 brought in from membership drive. A mailing will be going out with the report cards. There will be a Committee meeting next Wednesday to discuss scholarship procedures. Committee will make recommendations to be brought back to membership at the next PTA meeting. Chile Cook-Off- First notice is being sent home with report cards. We will ask other presidents and principals to advertise on their websites and in their schools. All student clubs are welcome to sell their wares. E-mail pobdollars4scholarsgmail.com.

Arts in Ed.: Andrea Goldman; To meet with Mr. Murray.

Board of Ed.: Chris D’Alssandro; October 31;

Community Awareness: Julie Kessler; November 12, 2011, Homeowners Clean-up Day. Friends of the Library- Concert on December 4, 2011, Bone Marrow Drive at Plainview Jewish Center on Sunday November 13, 2011.  Jericho home invasion and Gas Station Robbery.

Curriculum: Linda Gould; Mr. Murray said, ”the Physical Education Rubric would be shared with his teacher’s and staff this week. Jill’s goal is to pilot the Rubric sometime during the second marking period. They want to use the Rubric to see if it is working. It would not be used to determine grading. Students would need an 11 out of 20 to receive a “P”. Some children had “missing assignments” on their progress reports Parents were not sure what it meant for a Gym class and there is no place on Infinite Campus to check what is missing. Jill said, “once the rubric is adopted you will be able to check Infinite Campus for Gym like any other class. You will be able to check on “missing assignments.” There will be no piloting until the board approves the Rubric. Depending on the timeline this could be implemented either 3rd or 4th marking period. Honor Society Update: Ms. Lasher and Mr. Murray met with Mr. Dempsey to work on Honor Society criteria. Ms. Lasher then met with Honors Advisors and Dept. Leaders to set uniform criteria, not all can be uniform. Mr. Dempsey sent it back for some tweaking. Ms. Lasher made some changes and sent it back to Mr. Dempsey to share with the BOE. Homework Grading/Assessment- There seems to be a discrepancy on how homework is assessed. Some students are graded on homework and some are not. Parents are not sure if their children should leave questions unanswered so that they can be explained in class if they will be graded on it.

 Health: Anita Reis; e-mails for puberty night were sent out, they were successful, there was a large turnout. 

Nutrition: Karen Wolff, Marlene Cepeda- Our last meeting was 10/13 we have a new food service Director for Whitson’s, Lisa Spivak. Christine Kunnmann continues as our District Manager. Whitson’s is going to have standardized pricing in all of the schools. Signs will be posted with the prices. Brunch for lunch goes over well and they will try to have it more often. Whitson’s will try offering egg sandwiches. Lunch menu and pick-up lunch menu are on the District website and are also linked to the HS PTA website. Pick-up lunch form must be handed-in and prepaid by 7:30 AM on the day you want to pick-up lunch. Pick-up times periods 3-7. Cookies in all schools are 3 for $1.00.

Site Base: Patti Silver- Last Meeting was November 7th, next meeting is December 5th. Discussed student interests: outdoor basketball hoop, funds are available for hoop and net, not concrete. A winter dance was discussed, possibly for homecoming, Mr. Murray said he would be open to a written proposal; no Sadie Hawkins. Asked for extra time in between classes to get to lockers, this is not an option, the entire bell schedule would have to be changed. Also repairing the path from the front of the school to the tracjk was discussed. There is talk that upper classmen are partaking of drugs in the bathrooms; Mr. Murray request more information. Also discussed were parent interests: excessive backpack weight, new gym lockers will still not accommodate large, full back packs. Mr. Murray said that the teachers told him that if they request large binders they are okay with students sharing them with other subjects.

Title IX
Marlene Cepeda- First Meeting was Wednesday, October 19; we reviewed the Mission Statement. This can be found on the school calendar. We will begin to plan Women’s History Month which is in March. This years theme is “Women’s Education-Women’s Empowerment”. The committee is looking for speakers for our meetings in the schools and in our community. Next meeting is January 18th.

Transportation: Eileen Dershowitz- Please report any dangerous bus and bus stop situations to Transportation.

Athletic Committee: Randi Goldberg- New proposal and Rubric on the website,  Please review the rubric on the website and give your feedback.

Founder’s Day: Patti Silver- High School Recipients; Parent; Karen Wolff; Teacher; Dorothy Kleinman.

Reflections: Linda Gould- Deadline is November 16th.

Procedures Committee: Randi Goldberg- At our first meeting  we will discuss writing a manual for the High School. This will help to explain thing better.
 
Liaisons:
Mattlin- Had Pride Week
POBMS- Donna Sansaricq- Spirit Cards for sale; the Harlem Wizards are coming January 12th.
SEPTA- Janene Gronich- Family Night Out November 21st, National Baseball Hall of Fame Theme Event. $50.00pp.  
MAPOB- Alison Gallub; Next Meeting November 29th- Everything you always wanted to know about NYSSMA and were afraid to ask.

New Business
We gift the school $2000 at the end of the year. The school is trying to beautify an area. Would you like to make an early gift for this project. Either a portion or the full amount. It’s for a special project to purchase plants and benches for the 911 Memorial. We will work with Campanelli Nurseries.

Susan Stewart Motion; Motion for PTA to gift half of the allotted budget for the school gift to the 911 Memorial Court Yard. Motion Accepted.

After a brief discussion, our PTA meetings will remain in the HS cafeteria.

Raffle Drawing Winner; Anita Savino

Next Meeting is December 13, 2011.

Motion to Adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.
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