POBJFKHS PTA MEETING – SEPTEMBER 19, 2011
Meeting called to order by Margo at 7:40pm. She welcomed the 9th grade parents and introduced our administrators, PCT rep & PTA board. Open committee positions were announced, and sign-up sheets, attendance book and share folder were passed around. Envelopes were passed for the Reis & Goldstein families. Thank you to Maria Gustafson, Julie Kessler & all the volunteers for the Staff Back to School Breakfast.

President’s Report: We will try using the lunch room for our first 3 PTA meetings and then evaluate where future meetings should be held. Committee chairs will be asked to condense their reports in the interest of shorter meetings. Full reports would then be available on the website. PTA bought T-shirts for the Peer Mentors. These were found to be very helpful during orientation & the first day of school, as 9th graders could easily identify someone they could ask questions of.  PTA will supply water for parents at all the grade nights. A vote of confidence was held & passed, allowing Margo to represent the HS at BOE meetings. A vote was passed allowing Margo to authorize expenses up to $100.
Principal’s Report: Mr. Murray welcomed parents. The summer was very productive. Scheduling was done earlier than in the past, so APs were able to work with Mr. Murray on other projects for the school year. Despite power outages at the HS due to Hurricane Irene, program changes were able to be made, using POBMS facilities. School opening went very smoothly. The first Safe Teen Driving Night was held, & both students & parents were very attentive. Class of 2011 gift money will be used to update the front showcases. The PTA grant for art gallery improvements will be put to use after repairs to the roof at the end of September. Freshmen are adjusting well. Seniors were spoken to about “Freshman Friday.” Thank you to PTA for Breakfast & paper clip boxes. Mr. Dallara is AP for 9th grade & will be doing teacher observations & coordinating field trips. Ms. Lasher is AP for 12th grade & 10th grade (A – I) & will be overseeing extracurriculars & faqilities request. Mr. Donarumo is AP for 11th grade & part of 10th grade & will be overseeing scheduling, student parking (next Safe Teen Driving Night is Oct. 13), technology, safety, instructional reports & custodians & maintenance. There have been thefts from the locker rooms outside of school day. Please tell your kids not to bring valuables into gym. It’s better to leave them in their regular lockers.
Guidance Report: Ms. Lynn said that the department has learned from this year’s experience during change days & will put this to use for next year. Thank you to the PTA for the water & refreshments provided during change days & for the Peer Mentor t-shirts. Freshman Orientation went very well. Peer Mentors had been trained before giving tours for a more uniform experience. Trying to change the culture around “Freshman Friday.” We now have 8 guidance counselors, up from 7. Letters have gone home to freshman parents, inviting them to meet with their child’s guidance counselor. Geared up for college application process. All application will be submitted electronically. Teachers are being trained so that they can submit recommendations online. The application process was covered during Senior Night (Sept. 14). The first SAT will be Oct. 1. 9th Grade Night will be Oct.11. The PSAT is Oct. 15. Registration is ongoing in the office. Bring in check for $24, made payable to POBCSD. 9th/10th Financial Aid Night is Oct. 19. 10th Grade Night is Nov. 2.
Treasurer’s Report: We have an opening balance of $10,197.84, with $4,725.07 in unreserved funds & $5,472.77 designated for college awards. The budget for 2011-2012 was accepted.

Membership: We have 434 members. This year, members will get magnet listing important phone numbers when they pick up their card from Marie or Donna.

College Awards: Have already taken in $1,000 from membership donations.

Committee Reports:
Audit: All was in order.

Community Awareness: Thank you to those who came to the 9/11 Memorial. The Long Island fair will be at Old Bethpage Village Sept. 22 – 25. Beechwood Organization has presented a proposal to the Town for developing the Wang property, consisting of 900 housing units up to 3 ½ stories high, plus a supermarket & retail space. The soccer fields would remain. Mobile Town Hall meetings will be held Oct. 4, 11 – 2, at Delco Plaza & Oct. 6, 5 – 8, at Whole Foods in Jericho. Senator Hannon is sponsoring a speaker on Breast Cancer prevention & treatment on Sept. 27, 7:00, at Plainedge Library. POB Friends of the Library Book Sale will be held Oct. 21 – 23. Donations can be left at the library from Oct 17 – 20. Students interested in volunteering for community service hours should come to a mandatory orientation on Oct. 17, 3:30 – 5:30.
Back to School Breakfast: All went well. Thanks to all who helped.

Curriculum: Some misinformation had come out regarding changes to Physical Education grading from pass/fail to numerical. Nothing will be happening this year. The district is putting together a rubric for assessment, which will be presented to the BOE, possibly in late Oct. The number of allowable excused absences per quarter remains the same as well. We will be receiving updates. Money has come in to pay for January Regents in several subjects. Letters have gone home notifying the appropriate students. The HS is trying to improve communications as to what is required for membership in the various honor societies.

POBMS: Selling pocketbook sized district calendars for $3 each.

SEPTA: Next meeting is Oct. 17 at 9:30am. It will be an open round-table discussion. See Janine Gronich for membership.

Athletic Committee: Parents commented that not all teams received the athletic handbooks as they were supposed to. The handbook is available on the district website. Anyone whose child did not receive a handbook, please contact Randi Goldberg.
June minutes were approved.

Next meeting will be Oct. 12. The results of the school climate survey will be discussed.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:50

Minutes submitted by Eileen Dershowitz
